
 

From the President  

 

The parent of a student called me one Friday evening with 

a very unusual request.  A six year old with inoperable brain  

cancer had a bucket list, and a “piano lesson” was the only 

item left to be fulfilled.  I was asked to give the child a les-

son at 9 a.m. the next morning. 

What transpired that Saturday morning could hardly be 

called a lesson.  The girl had trouble reaching the black 

piano keys from her wheelchair (we used the white keys), 

and good     technic was an impossibility.  It quickly became 

apparent that using one finger was the only way the girl 

could play.   

Assisting this child in playing her favorite song reminded 

me of how much joy a person can have in making music.   

It seems that I am the one who received a “lesson” that 

Saturday  morning, one that I will never forget. 

Whether you are teaching or taking time off, enjoy!  

 

 

Susan Treer, President    

Central East District, OhioMTA                                                

 

_______________________________ 

Nationally Certified Teacher of the Year 

Congratulations to Laura Flowers Benson, NCTM, the  
Central East District’s 2010 Nationally Certified Teacher of 
the Year.  Laura received a plaque at the Spring Confer-
ence and was honored for her dedication to music and her 
service to OhioMTA. 
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    2010 Central East District Fall Conference  

     Monday, September 13,  2010                 

             9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.                                                    

Graves Piano & Organ Company 

 

Michael Lester will make a presentation on the art of 

vocal and opera coaching and accompanying. Michael 

taught these subjects at OSU and Otterbein but now 

serves as Minister of Music & Arts at Peace Lutheran 

Church in Gahanna.  He will also be presenting a 

short recital with vocalist Keyona Willis, an Otterbein       

graduate. 

_____________________________________ 

Out and About 

The "Sound of Mind and Body" program resumed at  
Riverside Hospital in March after a 4 month hiatus 
when Riverside Hospital prudently curtailed visitation 
by young people due to concerns about the H1N1 
flu.  Two new teachers who had not participated     
before sent students this spring:  Pauline Fritz and 
Miriam Weber Brown.  Advanced students of Amy 
Laurence and Janice Cook who serve the hospital as 
"candy striper" volunteers anchored the program this 
year, playing beautifully and helping to guide groups 
of our students through the hospital.  
  
Why not ask your students if they'd like to play as a 
public service next year?  Registration forms are avail-
able at our website.  The program is every first      
Sunday of the month from 1:30 - 2:30 (assembling at 
the hospital lobby at 1:15). All students of any level 
are welcome so long as you, the teacher, register 
them (thus confirming that their performance meets 
your standards of being concert ready). 
  
All participants received certificates for our STARS  
program, Students and Teachers Supporting the Arts, 
at our spring conference.  Six of our students received 
generous tickets to one performance in next year's  
season from  Ballet Met, the Columbus Symphony, 
Early Music Columbus, Pro Musica (2 sets) and the 
Westerville Symphony.  At the next meeting of the   
Student Activities committee we will evaluate the 
STARS program to assess how to encourage more 
participation from our students, as these                
complimentary tickets are quite generous.   



2010 OhioMTA of the Central East District/Graves 

Piano Solo & Ensemble Contest Winners 

 
Congratulations to all of these fine performers and their 

teachers from the Central East District! 

 
Elementary Solo:  

First Place: Ashley Au  (Ida Goldberg, NCTM)  

Second Place: Alan Ding  (Nina Polonsky)  

Third Place: Gavin George  (Mary Craig Powell, NCTM)  

Fourth Place: Ryan Ho (Mary Craig Powell, NCTM)  

 

Elementary Duet/Duo:  

First Place: Jennie Zhang, Kelley Long   (Kathleen Sadoff) 

Second Place: Inger Deng, Anton Kramskoi   (Nina Polonsky)  

Honorable Mention: Eric Meng, Adrian Wang   (Lucy Chu)  

 

Junior Solo:  

Third Place: Raymond Truong   (Mary Craig Powell, NCTM)  

Fourth Place: Katherine Guan   (Mary Craig Powell, NCTM)   

Honorable Mention: Vivian Williams   (Nina Polonsky)  

 

Junior Duet/Duo:  

Second Place: Ian Young, Charles Zhang  (Nina Polonsky)  

Third Place: Alexandra Neverov, Vivian Williams    (Nina Polon-

sky)  

 

Senior Solo:  

First Place: Brook Zhang   (Nina Polonsky)  

Honorable Mention: Trisha Tee   (Paula Radzynski)  

Honorable Mention: Shiao-Huang Liu   (Mary Craig Powell, 

NCTM)  

 

Senior Duet/Duo:  

First Place: Jessica Stevanus, Angela Deng   (Susan Frost)  

 

  

Young Artist Solo:  

Second Place: Wenjie Lu   (Tianshu Wang)  

Fourth Place: Xue Jiang   (Tianshu Wang)  

Honorable Mention: Chengcheng Zhao   (Tianshu Wang)  

 

Young Adult Duet/Duo:  

First Place: Yujia Shen, Mack Jackson   (Tianshu Wang)  

Second Place: Xue Jiang, Wenjie Lu  (Tianshu Wang) 

 

Thanks to Kathleen Stephenson Sadoff for her hard work in 

chairing this event! 

____________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 
 

Be sure to renew your membership for the 2010-2011 

season which begins on July 1.  Mail your dues with the 

statement sent out recently by MTNA, or visit 

www.mtna.org and renew online.  Be sure to double 

check your contact information on the application; this 

information goes directly into our membership direc-

tory.  To guarantee that your information is included in 

our next directory, you must renew before July 31.    Call 

Susan Frost, Vice President of Member Services         

(614-882-8155) with any questions. 

______________________________________________ 
 

Welcome, New Member! 
 

Courtney Sexton   (Piano) 

3336 Parklane Avenue 

Columbus, OH  43231                                                          

614-557-9523                                                                                       

mrscourtneyrenee@gmail.com 

 

Renewal: 
 

Julie Riegle                                                                                                                                        

999 Boyne Ct.                                                                                                                              

Reynoldsburg, OH   43068                                                                                                             

614-860-0589                                                                                                              

jayjayare@yahoo.com  
 
Change (new phone number):                                                                                                  

 

Bradley Sowash    614-439-6118 
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Summer Music Study Scholarship Winners 

 
Twenty-four students applied for scholarships this year, al-

though four withdrew prior to the competition.  The remaining 

candidates (11 pianists, 7 violinist and 1 flutist) auditioned 

on April 24 at Otterbein College.  Thank you to Meredith 

Needham for chairing this event. 

 

         $600 Graduating Senior Scholarship  

 

Jennifer Zhou  (Beth Owen, NCTM) 

 

$300 Paul Hickfang Memorial Scholarship               

 

Clara Love  (Ginny Christopherson, NCTM) 

 

$200 Scholarships                                                            

 

Iris Jang  (Nina Polonsky)                                                        

Rebekah Lee  (Leonid Polonsky)                                           

Brook Zhang  (Nina Polonsky)                                              

Emily Sproule  (Kathleen Sadoff)                                        

Vickie Wang  (Nina Polonsky)                                              

Sarah Moll  (Janice Cook, NCTM)                        

 

  The Loft Violin Shop $150 Scholarships 

 

Daniel Woo  (Ginny Christopherson, NCTM)  

Andrew Zhang  (Anna Svirsky, NCTM) 

 

Music Go Round $100 Scholarship 

 

Daniel Hong  (Susan Frost) 

 

Columbus Piano Leasing $100 Scholarship                  

 

Michael Qi  (Kathleen Sadoff) 

 

The Baroque Violin Shop $100 Scholarship 

 

Kylynne Johnson  (Ginny Christopherson, NCTM) 

 
 
Congratulations to our 2010 scholarship winners and their 

teachers! 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Thank you  to everyone who has served as a Central East 

officer or chairman for the 2008-2010 term.  The District 

members greatly appreciate the time and effort placed in 

your work. 
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Buckeye Auditions Winners’ List 

 

The auditions were held on Saturday, March 27 at Otterbein 

College. Thanks to Dr. Sally Sansbury, NCTM for your work 

in making the auditions a success. 

Congratulations to the winners of the District Preliminaries 

and their teachers: 

 

Elementary Piano:    Vincent Dong  (Tianshu Wang)      

Alternate:  Charles Zhang  (Nina Polonsky)                                    

Honorable Mention:  Sophia Luk  (Mary Craig Powell) 

 

Junior Piano:  Katherine Guan  (Mary Craig Powell) 

Alternate: Vivian Williams  (Nina Polonsky) 

Honorable Mentions:  Lauren Dornbirer  (Donna Kurtz);  Emily 

Sproule (Kathleen Sadoff) 

 

Senior Piano:    Brook Zhang   (Nina Polonsky)              

Alternate:  Shi Yun Wang  (Tianshu Wang) 

 

Elementary Strings:   Isabelle Durrenberger  (Jun Kim)       

Alternate:  Andrew Zhang  (Anna Svirsky) 

 

Junior Strings:    Kristina Zhang  (David Radzynski) 

 

Winners participated  in the State Finals at Bowling Green 

State University on Saturday, June 5, 2010.  Check the 

OhioMTA web site  (www.ohiomta.org) for names of those 

who won at the State level. 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Do you know that two of our District‘s members have been cho-

sen to serve as State Officers?  Laura Flowers Benson, NCTM, 

will serve as the Vice President for Affiliated Associations; and        

Suzanne Newcomb, NCTM, will be the Vice President for Student 

Activities.  Voting will take place at the Annual Membership Meeting 

on Saturday, November 13 at 12:15 p.m. (part of the State          

Conference).  Congratulations, Laura and Suzanne! 

 

 



 

 

Scale Olympics 

Saturday, December 4, 2010 

Otterbein College 

 

 

Check the web site this summer for details!   

 

—————————————————————— 

 

Plan to Attend the 2011 State Conference 

 

 

When:  November 11-13, 2010 

Where:  Cleveland Marriott East 

Come for the entire conference or just a day!     

Details can be found on the state web site 

(www.ohiomta.org) and in the May edition of the 

OhioMTA News. 

Susan Treer 

President—Central East District of OhioMTA 

358 Hampton Park North 

Westerville, OH  43081 

 

                                                                                                                                                        Dated Material: Do Not Delay 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 13:  Fall Conference                                    

September 20:  Fall Board Meeting                                 

October 8:  Independent Music Teachers Forum            

October 31:  Solo & Ensemble Recitals                             

November 1:  Monday Morning Musicale                       

November 5:  Piano Workshop I                                      

November 11-13:  OhioMTA State Conference in 

Cleveland                                                                            

December 4:  Scale Olympics at Otterbein College 

 


