Dear prospective Marching Assistant and/or Parent/Guardian of a prospective Marching Assistant,

The Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band requires Marching Assistants in order to continue as the only Blind MARCHING Band in the land!  It is an honor to be a part of this unique organization and we hope this information helps both the assistants and their families understand what is involved and expected.

Carol Agler transformed the OSSB High School Band into a Marching Band in 2005 at the invitation of the Ohio School for the Deaf when they revived their football program after a 33-year hiatus.  Dan Kelley joined as co-director in 2006, and under his baton the band has developed an incredible sound and spirit—so much so that it has earned the privilege of marching in the 2010 Rose Parade!  Together the two leaders continue this tradition of exceptional music and marching and the band has grown from the original 11 members to today’s 35 members!  They have new uniforms designed with cords on the jacket backs for marching assistants to place their hands for subtle guidance.

The OSSBMB has worked with the Ohio State University Marching Band during their summer sessions, and performed at an OSUMB Skull Session Sept. 2008 http://www.ossb.oh.gov/MusicNews.html. They have played with the Brass Band of Columbus, the Hathaway Girls School Upper School Orchestra, the Clark Montessori School Steel Drum Band, and they appeared on national television on the CBS News http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=4585261n%3fsource=search_video.  

How do they do it?  Almost 100% of the band members must memorize all music as they cannot read and play simultaneously.  They learn their music using the software SmartMusic.  With it they can listen and follow the music, selecting sections and controlling the tempo (speed) as well as hear their part played solo or along with all other parts.  Many of the students have “perfect pitch,” a skill that means they can name any note they hear.  Students that memorize quickly assist others in learning their parts.  And as for marching, blind and visually impaired students must memorize the marching drills for half-time shows, and are assisted by volunteers with vision who learn the marching drills along side the players.  In parades marching assistants walk alongside the player resting his/her right hand in the strap on the uniform jacket for that purpose.  Thus the assistant and player march shoulder-to-shoulder creating a straight line of marchers.

In the past marching assistants have worn the official assistant t-shirt and blue jeans.   With the Rose Parade acceptance comes the necessity to upgrade to a more professional look.  Each Marching Assistant will purchase black Dockers (pleated or flat front).  It is still being considered whether they will purchase other items.  At this time the band organization is planning on providing polo shirts.  

 Marching Assistants can be 13 years old and older—all the way to grandparents’ ages.  Students under age 18 must have a permission form signed by a parent or guardian.  Marching Assistants out of high school must have a BCI/FBI background check and a copy of that report given to Carol Agler.

Marching Assistants are expected to exhibit good manners and be cooperative at all times.  They are to communicate with Music Director Carol Agler via phone 614-537-5811 or email (preferred) cagler@ossb.oh.gov as to their schedule conflicts.  Dependability is essential.

It is not expected that a Marching Assistant is available at every practice or event.  Notice should be given as soon as possible in case of illness or emergency so a replacement can be found for that situation.

Who goes to the Rose Parade?  Reliable, Dependable and Courteous Marching Assistants.  The final list of Rose Parade Marching Assistants is determined by band directors Dan Kelley and Carol Agler.  Marching Assistants that participated in the 2008-2009 school year may be given priority.  It is our hope that enough money is raised to nearly fully fund the Rose Parade trip for both band members and marching assistants.  

Please return the following to Carol Agler:

************************************************************************

Permission form for Marching Assistants under the age of 18

I give permission for my son/daughter _____________________________ to be a Marching Assistant, becoming a participant in the Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band.

I understand that he/she will participate as much as possible in the events of the band and is required to contact Carol Agler regarding schedule conflicts as well as regarding any discomforts or discouragements, and especially relate proud moments.  

I understand that Marching assistants will be required to wear a “uniform” at official functions (but not at practices).  The band organization will furnish polo shirts.  Each Marching Assistant will furnish his/her own black “Dockers” slacks (pleated or flat front) and black socks.  These are needed by the first official game date.

Signed _______________________________________   Date _________________

(Parent or guardian)

Address: ___________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________________________________

