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About Leslie Howard:

Annual re-engagements on 5 continents and a 130-CD discography attest to the burgeoning popularity of Leslie Howard, established worldwide as a concert pianist, composer, conductor, chamber musician and scholar.  Renowned concert pianist, Leslie Howard has been honored by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace, awarded by the President of Hungary, and performed for the Prince of Wales.  [The award ceremony at Buckingham Palace event was followed by 25 performances of the Brahms 2nd Concerto throughout Europe].  Howard performs worldwide with renowned conductors and orchestras in the world's most prestigious venues, featuring a repertoire of over 100 concerti.  Commanding one of the largest repertoire of any pianist - and the largest discography of any pianist in recording history - Leslie Howard has justly earned his reputation as a pianist without peer on the international concert scene. 



Maestro Howard has performed in over 200 cities in 45 countries.  With a vast array of more than 100 concertos, he has performed with many of the world's finest orchestras, working with many distinguished conductors.  He has appeared with the London Symphony, Royal Philharmonic, BBC Philharmonic, Orchestra della Scala, Orchestre de Cannes, Budapest Philharmonic, the orchestras of Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Queensland and Tasmania in Australia, and the orchestras of Pretoria, Cape Town and Zimbabwe in Africa.  He has been soloist with such renowned conductors as Claudio Abbado, Arthur Fiedler, Adam Fischer, James Judd, Sir Charles Groves, Fritz Rieger, and Sir Charles Mackerras.



Dr. Howard has earned an extraordinary claim to immortality, having accomplished a feat unequalled by any solo artist in recording history (including pop artists) - his 97-CD survey of the complete piano music of Franz Liszt.  Accomplished within 14 years, it encompasses 300+ world premieres, including works prepared by Dr. Howard from Liszt's still unpublished manuscripts, and works unheard since Liszt's lifetime.  This monumental project merited Dr. Howard's entry into the Guinness Book of World Records, 6 Grands Prix du Disque and - all presented to him by the President of Hungary - the Medal of St. Stephen, the Pro Cultura Hungarica award, and a mounted bronze cast of Liszt's hand.  The series included two double CDs of all seventeen of Liszt's works for piano and orchestra with the Budapest Symphony Orchestra.  Some estimations of this project conclude that it equaled:  Over 16,000 pages of music; Over 12 miles of printed music; Between 9 and 10 million total notes; & Over 130 hours total playing time!



Leslie Howard's additional commercial recordings include music by:  Beethoven, Moszkowski, Bruckner, Gershwin, Glazunov, Grainger, Mendelssohn, Rimsky-Korsakov, Rossini, Schumann, Vaughan Williams, Wagner, and more.  These include a Stravinsky disc with Abbado and the London Symphony, a disc of "Rare Piano Encores", the Granados Goyescas, and the complete piano sonatas by Tchaikovsky, Anton Rubinstein, Sibelius, Gade, Palmgren and Grieg.  Also, the complete music for cello and piano by Rachmaninoff, Glazunov and Balakirev.  Dr. Howard's recordings appear on the Hyperion, Deutsche Grammophon, EMI Classics, Nimbus, Cala, Pearl, ABC Eloquence, Musical Heritage Society and Merlin labels.



Highlights of Maestro Howard's recent engagements included performances Europe, Africa, and an extensive Asian tour, with recitals and master classes throughout China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan.  His triumphant return to America included performances in New York, Boston, Washington D.C., Salt Lake City, and his highly anticipated recital at the International Keyboard Institute & Festival in Manhattan, for which he received accolades from the New York Times.  Maestro Howard performed his 60th birthday concert at Wigmore Hall in London [including Liszt's 12 Transcendental Studies]; conducted the English Chamber Orchestra; and performed Liszt's arrangement of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony for two pianos [with five massive backing choirs] in Zimbabwe.  Maestro Howard also conducted Liszt's monumental Oratorio Christus, in a rare and much-praised revival in Leicester.



A recent review of his 60th birthday concert at Wigmore Hall noted that the Transcendental Studies "were outstandingly well played to a level that one would be hard pressed to name another pianist who could equal, let alone surpass, Howard's playing throughout on this occasion…This was comprehensively flawless pianism from a true master of the instrument."







Fun Facts about Leslie Howard:



Leslie Howard (born April 29, 1948) began playing piano at the age of 2 when he elbowed his nursery-school headmistress off the piano because she was harmonizing the songs incorrectly.  (He himself was only able to span a 6th at the time).  Howard's ability to recall anything by ear, and perfect pitch, was first cited in The Herald, Melbourne, when he was 5 years old.  At the age of 5 he performed for Fox Movietone News, and at the age of 9 for Australian national television.  His mature debut as a pianist came at the age of 13, with Rachmaninov's Piano Concerto No. 2.  He learned the oboe at an early age, and has even performed Mozart's Oboe Concerto.



Mr. Howard attended Monash University in Melbourne, to read English, but by the end of his first year had been invited to lecture the post-graduate students on advanced counterpoint and theory.  His post-graduate music studies were completed in Italy, where he studied with Guido Agosti.



Mr. Howard has handled over 3,000 of Liszt original manuscripts.  Even after all the recordings, Mr. Howard is still on the case with Liszt, dreaming of the lost works - Liszt's arrangement of Beethoven's Egmont and Coriolan overtures, and of Berlioz's Corsaire.  A new CD of "New Liszt Discoveries" will be released for the Liszt bicentenary in 2011.



Some interesting statistics about Mr. Howard's complete Liszt recordings:



Mr. Howard's recordings fill over 120 CDs

Playing over 1400 separate tracks of music

Over 16,000 pages of music

Over 12 miles of printed music

Between 9 and 10 million total notes

The total playing time is over 130 hours - that is, over 5 days continuous playing time

The retail price per note works out at something like 0.0000013p.

The series took over 14 years to record [beginning in 1985]



Mr. Howard was invited by the music publishers Edition Peters to edit the republication of some of their Liszt scores, correcting previous inaccuracies by a return to manuscript sources.  He has also prepared for publication other works, such as operas by Vincenzo Bellini, and the Violin Concertos of Niccolo Paganini [including the first edition of the Violin Concerto No. 1 ever to be published in the correct key of E-flat (it usually played from an erroneous edition in D major, where the orchestration is nothing to do with Paganini)].  And, in 2003, Boosey & Hawkes published Mr. Howard's "New Corrected Edition" of the 2-piano score of Rachmaninoff's 4th Piano Concerto (in collaboration with Robert Threlfall).  He has also edited several volumes of Liszt Society Publications for Hardie Press and Editio Musica Budapest.  With Michael Short, he has published Ferenc Liszt - A List of his Musical Works (Rugginenti, 2004) and Ferenc Liszt - A Thematic Catalogue (Pendragon, 2005).  And he has a book in progress, The Music of Liszt (Yale University Press).



Howard frequently appears with deserving student pianists, to help their careers.  Examples are performances of Liszt's arrangement for two pianos of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, with Coady Green; piano duets of Percy Grainger and Rachmaninoff with Michael Brownlee-Walker; and conducting a performance of Shostakovich's First Piano Concerto in London's Wigmore Hall, and then again at the Royal Festival Hall, with his 9-year old protege, Chinese pianist Niu Niu (Zhang Shengliang).



Mr. Howard has been described as "a master of a tradition of pianism in serious danger of dying out" by The Guardian.  A critic in the BBC Music Magazine declared: "Howard is, by general consensus, the finest living exponent of Liszt.  He has an alarming intellectual grasp of the music, and his vastly superior performances continue to carry the day".  Alfred Brendel has said that, "Leslie Howard is a sensitive, intelligent and committed musician."



In 2011, it will be the 50th university of Mr. Howard's mature concert debut – it will also be Liszt's 200th birthday.
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